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Norcat. E-commerce made easy for Top2Toe users.  (Actinic V7 – Norcat 4.3.42)


Introduction

There are many ways to create an e-commerce web-site.   Some of them require extensive in-house Internet skills.   Most take lots of time to install and update.

There are several off-the-shelf e-commerce packages that are inexpensive to buy and run.   Keeping them up-to-date, however is big job if you have thousands of product lines.

Actinic Catalog is a well-regarded one of these, which builds a web-site on your BackOffice PC and uploads it to low-cost (approx £20 per month) commercial web-space.   It also downloads orders that have been made to the BackOffice PC.   Actinic offers a 30 day free trial.   Some Internet Service Providers (ISP’s) also offer Actinic pre-installed.   See www.actinic.co.uk for full information.    Also see www.snowlines.co.uk for a Norcat created site that’s been live and running smoothly since May 2000.

Users of the Top2Toe system already have all the data necessary to fill an on-line web-site. 

The purpose of Norcat is to allow Top2Toe users to work entirely in the daily environment they already know and to automatically build a web-site from that data in a few minutes.

How it works

The user Installs Actinic Catalog and Norcat onto a PC with an Internet connection.   This can be the same system that Top2Toe is running on, or another networked one.   

In Norcat you choose which of your Top2Toe parameters to use to categorise your web-site by.   You may use between 1 and 5 of your categories (like Department, Type, Supplier, User1 and User2).    Norcat uses the descriptions associated with each category entries 3 letter code.

Within an hour after installing you should be able to preview your entire stock list’s web-site.   

Another hour may then be needed in Top2Toe to edit the descriptions of the chosen category entries to give them more meaningful names (to prospective customers).   

Daily operation

From now on, no more configuration is needed.   You just keep running Top2Toe as usual.  As you bring new products into stock and sell-out of old ones they appear and disappear automatically from the web-site whenever it is next updated.

Whenever you want to update your web-site you run Norcat and 4 mouse clicks later your latest Top2Toe data is converted to a format suitable for Actinic Catalog to import.   You next run Actinic Catalog and a few clicks later your fresh web-site is being uploaded onto the Net.    From start to finish this takes around 15 minutes.  Most of this is unattended upload time by dial-up modem (based on a busy shop with around 5,500 individual products).  With a broadband connection and a fast PC the entire operation will take less than 5 minutes daily.

Enhancing the site

Whenever you have time you can expand the usefulness (and appeal) of your web-site by adding product descriptions (again staying within Top2Toe) by adding text to the Style Cards Notes field.

Pictures may be worth much more than words on an e-commerce site.   Norcat automatically incorporates pictures whenever you add them.   Just save them with the same filename as your Top2Toe reference number.

Norcat and Actinic Catalog Installation & Configuration

Note that only highlighted settings in Italics are necessary for integration with Norcat.  Other settings are suggested to get you up and running quickly.

Actinic Installation – Single Site – Windows.

Install Actinic Catalog V7 (either Demo version, or Licensed) using the standard defaults suggested by the installation program.   Norcat will not work with “SuperMall” aka “Host” versions of Actinic.   These are versions that have the scripts that run the site pre-installed on a server and thus cannot be modified as required by Norcat.

You don’t have to install the Online Credit Card Payment Providers module unless you really want this.   Actinic has it own built-in secure system for passing credit card details back to you for processing.  

Top2Toe retailers will generally be able to do their own credit card processing and this method is cheaper to operate than using a 3rd party credit card processor.  

Norcat  Installation

Install Norcat, using the installation defaults.

Initial Installation – Norcat patch files.

Check your Actinic version (run Actinic and see Help / About...).

From C:\Norcat\Patches\<version>\PerlScripts  copy all files into C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1. Overwrite any existing files.

From C:\Norcat\Patches\<version>\Templates  copy all files into C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1. Overwrite any existing files.

From C:\Norcat\Patches\Graphics copy all files to C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1.

Make an additional copy into C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1\PreviewHTML.
Important.   If you re-install Actinic or use Actinic’s Design / Themes & Colours to change the Theme of the web-site then you’ll have to do the above patch files copy again.   

Initial Configuration – Actinic.

Now run Actinic V7 and make a few initial settings.  The settings in highlighted italics below are required. All others are optional.  If you are just testing then you can skip most pages and leave their entries at the defaults.  Use the tool-tip (click the “?” in the top right of the current window and hover over entries) for additional help.

Go to View / Business Settings.

Select the Company/Contact Tab and enter details relevant to your organisation.  

If you plan to test on a server then set Email Address and Web Site Address.

Select the Options Tab and make the following settings:-

	Product References

Auto Generate Product References 

Product Reference Character Count 
	Unchecked

8

	Stock Monitoring

Disable automatic stock monitoring
	
Checked


Select the Ordering Tab and make whatever settings suit your needs.

Select the Ordering Processing Tab and make whatever settings suit your needs. 


You may want to check the Bypass Catalog Order Processing option.  Use the tool-tip (click the “?” in the top right of the current window and hover over this entry) for some additional guidance.

Select the Payments and Security Tab and make whatever settings suit your needs.
Select the Tax Tab and make whatever settings suit your needs.

Select the Shipping And Handling Tab and make settings to suit your needs. 

Select the Terms And Conditions Tab and make settings to suit your needs. 

Now OK out of Business settings.

Select Design / Options.

Select the Shop Defaults Tab and make the following settings.

The only essential items for integration with Norcat are:

	Main

Default Product Image
Default Section Image
	<blank>  (i.e. empty)

<blank>  (i.e. empty)

	Page Header/Footer 

Header
Footer
	All prices include VAT at 17.5% where appropriate.

All prices include VAT at 17.5% where appropriate.

	Shopping Mode

Quantity on Confirmation Page
“Add to Cart” Button 

Label for above
Product Price Description
	Checked

Select “Text”

Add

<blank>  (i.e. empty)

	Default Price Text

Product Price Description
	<blank>  (i.e. empty)


If you have an image to use as your company logo then use it as Corporate Logo.   Note that it should be no wider than 600 pixels.

Select the Miscellaneous Tab and make the following settings.   Note that it is possible to display more than one type of price but this will lead to a very cluttered web-site.

	Price Display

Display Prices

Display Tax Exclusive Prices

Display Tax Inclusive Prices

Also Display Prices in:
	Checked

Unchecked Checked

Unchecked

	Generation Options

Use <BR> for Paragraphs
Compact HTML/CGI

	Checked

Checked


       All other settings are as defaults or as you wish.

Select the Brochure Tab and make whatever settings suit your needs. 

Select the Sections Tab and make the following settings. 

	Default Location and Arrangement of Section Lists

Images Only

Top

First Row Column Count

Subsequent Row Column Count
	Unchecked

Checked

2

2


The Navigation Tab can be skipped unless you’ve got custom graphics for the site navigation buttons.

The Layouts Tab can be skipped.   You may want to look in here later. OK out.

Select the Design / Text / Web Site Tab and make the following settings.

	Under - Shopping Cart/Receipt

Scroll down to (or use the Go to Button and choose Phase -1, ID 219) the entry – ( Including %s)
This will remove the text Including VAT at 17.5% from each products price text.   This takes up a lot of room on screen and is better dealt with by the message we put into the heading of each page under the Defaults / Page Header Footer tab above.
	<blank>  (i.e. empty)

	Under - Misc

Scroll down to (or use the Go to Button and choose Phase -1, ID 65) the entry – Ref: %s
This will allow more compact product description lines.
	(%s)


Now OK out of Design / Options.

Select Advanced / Additional Files

	Click Add  and you should see a listing of the files where Look in: is Site1.  

If not navigate to C:\Program Files\Actinic ecommerce v5\Sites\Site1.  

Make sure the  Files of Type is set to Images. 

Select file Add.gif and click Open.

Do the above for  g.gif, s.gif, ss.gif, tri.gif, tridown.gif and trileft.gif.


Now OK out of Advanced / Additional files.

That’s Actinic set-up for now.   You shouldn’t need to do this much ever again.   Remember that only settings mentioned in italics above are necessary for Actinic and Norcat to integrate but can be modified by skilled users.

Initial Configuration – Norcat.

Run Norcat and press the Config button.   Make / Check the following settings.

	Version

Serial Number

SitePath

T2Tpath

CatalogName

Sep1 / Sep2

User1Name

User2Name

Font

Primary Section List 

Description

Custom

StdWidth

MainPriceField

AltPriceField

Tax 

OptionsField 

SectionImage

ProductImage


Thumbnail

Extended Info

Default Text

Swap

Alt Sep.
	6 (Actinic V7 uses the same settings as V6)
Enter serial number here ( format nnnn-nnnn-nnnn-nnnn ). 

Leave blank for demo version that will only process half your T2T data.

C:\Program Files\Actinic ecommerce v6\Sites\Site1\PreviewHTML\

(Or the  path to your Site folder if different).  Make sure this ends in “\”.

C:\RSS\HQ\Data\

(Or the  path to your T2T Data folder if different).  Make sure this ends in “\”.

Online_Catalogue

Must match the name of the Actinic Catalog top level (with non alphanumerics replaced by underscores “_”).

Leave as “-“.

Change this to the Name you use in Top2Toe.  E.g. Season.

Change this to the Name you use in Top2Toe.  E.g. Sport.

(If you changed either of these 2 UserNames above then click Save and re-enter by clicking Config)
Value for Actinic Custom Property ACTCSSFONTFAMILY

See later.  Same for Secondary Section List and it’s Description.

The Product Short Description is made up from a choice of fields.  For example you might want to show a Supplier followed by a dash followed by the Product Description.   Leave fields blank if not needed.

You can have optional separators between the above items.   Separators are omitted if the preceding field isn’t selected.

Code here for special customisation cases. Leave blank.

Value for Actinic Custom Property ACTSTDWIDTH.  Leave.

Select here the field that you want to use for the prices that will appear in the web-site.

Select here the field that that you will use to over-ride prices in the MainPriceField above. This is usually an unused field where an entry will allow you to have a different price on the web than in the shop.   Disable by setting to be the same as MainPriceField.

Leave blank unless you want all products fed into Actinic to have their tax code set to a single pre-set value.

This is the style card field that you can use for per-product options.   Choose a field that isn’t in use.  See later for Options.

Default, Prefix, Suffix, Use Thumb and Use Product – see Pictures below.

Default and Prefix – see Pictures below.

Prefix, Main, Any and Default – see Pictures below 

You can have popup pages containing extra product description.  This field chooses whether you have a text link or a button for these pages.

This is the default text for the Extended Info popup link or the caption for the extended info button.

This swaps the behaviour of the Alt Sep. (below). If checked text before the separator (or all text if no separator) goes into the popup page and text after goes into the normal page.

The text to use to separate parts of the notes field into normal text and extended info popup text.


	Flags

Beeps

Use Drop-Downs

Compact Tables

Long Colour Names

Timing

Unique

Ignore Locks

Icons

Scale

Warn if no Stock

Ignore Warnings

Ignore Errors


	Check if you want Norcat to Beep on errors and after time consuming operations.

Generate Drop-Down Lists for Colours / Sizes instead of a Colour / Size “Buy” button matrix.  If selected such products will use Norcat_Select_Template.html as the product template.

Norcat builds tables of Colour/Size combinations.   These tables only show a range of the smallest in-stock size to the largest in-stock size.   If you check CompactCode then empty columns of intermediate sizes will be hidden.

Check to use the longer version of T2T’s Colour descriptions.

For testing purposes.  Leave.

Check to allow Norcat to make a strict check of the T2T data (recommended).   You may have to uncheck if you have a faulty (but operational) T2T database that causes errors in Norcat. 

Ignore locked files when copying T2T data into Norcat.  You should only copy T2T data into Norcat when no other T2T users are active.  This can be useful if you have a user who habitually leaves their system running (but dormant) and you can’t get near it to turn it off.

Tick for scaled down images of the products to appear on the shopping cart and checkout.

Set divisor for scaling down by.   E.g. 2 gives half size icons.

Optional.  Display a warning message if there are no stock records for a style card.

Don’t display the pop-up error list if it only contains Warning messages.

Don’t display the pop-up error list if it only contains Error messages.


	Pri and Sec


Sort by Date

Newest First

Show Colours

ShowColCode

ShowStock

Skip

If no Notes

If no Images

Colour – no Image 
	Norcat V4 can optionally duplicate the generated site into 2 different structures.  For each branch you can choose the following:

Whether to sort products by date.

If sorted by date, put newest first.

Always show colour names on the web-site.

Show the 3 digit colour code numbers on the web-site.

Tick if you want your stock levels to be shown on the web-site.

You can skip the display of certain products.  This can be very useful as you are building up a site as you can arrange that only products with images or descriptive text get displayed.

Don’t display any items where the T2T Notes field is blank.

Skip product if there are no images at all.

Skip colours that have no image.


	Branches

NonColours

NonSizes


	The short codes for the branches you want to build the web-site from from. Leave blank and all braches will be used.

Norcat shows the descriptions of colour codes where appropriate.  Enter an optional list of colour descriptions that you don’t want displayed.   You can leave this blank now and fill in later if required.

Norcat shows the size code descriptions where appropriate.

Enter an optional list of size descriptions that you don’t want displayed.  Probably the entry for sizerange Z e.g ANY or NA, etc.  You can leave this blank now and fill in later.


	Params

Fix Sects 

Alt Sects 

Disc Sects

Skip Sec1

Skip Sec2  

Stock Sects 

Menu
	See Advanced below.  Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below.  Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below.  Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below. Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below. Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below. Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below. Leave blank for now.

See Advanced below. Leave blank for now.


The last thing to do is to set-up the fields that will select how your products are arranged in the web-site.   Norcat uses the descriptions associated with T2T categories to build a list of sections that products will be put into.   These are The PrimarySectionList entries.  You have 9 T2T categories to choose from (Supplier, Supplier Ref, Dept, Type, User1, User2, Ref, Name and Desc) and can thus have between 1 and 5 sections to arrange the web site from. The User1 and User2 categories can be renamed to something more appropriate (as above).   It will usually not be necessary to use more than two or three categories to get your products into a web site that can easily be navigated.

If, for example, you have set up your products with Dept descriptions like CLIMBING,  FOOTWEAR,  OUTDOOR ACCESSORIES, etc and Type descriptions like BOOTS,  SHOES,  ROPES, RUCKSACKS, SOCKS then selecting a SelectionList  of Dept, Type (with the other 3 fields blank) will cause a web-site to be generated that would have a structure like:
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This is the main page of the On-line Catalog.

Now if we click on FOOTWEAR we will move to a new page:-

And if we now click on SHOES we will finally get to some products to buy.

You will probably want to use T2T / Parameters to re-name some of your category descriptions to make them more useful to purchasers.  This will not involve any re-labelling of existing stock as we are only using the descriptions of the parameters and not changing your stock codes in any way.  If you don’t want to change any T2T info then the parameter mapping feature of Norcat (see Advanced below) can help.

Before doing that it will be useful to generate a test site and see how it all looks.   

At this point all initial configuration is done and you can proceed to testing our site.   Click Save to exit from the Configuration screen.    This will take you to Norcat main screen.

First run of Norcat.

Make sure that Top2Toe is shut down (or at least not in the middle of editing anything).   Click the Get T2T Data button and if all goes well the relevant files will have been copied to Norcat’s work area.   Your Top2Toe operations can resume as Norcat now has it’s own copy of the relevant T2T files and will work on them.   Errors may occur here if the T2TPath (in Norcat / Config) is wrong or if Top2Toe has files open, in which case shut down Top2Toe and try again.

You can enter a valid 6 digit product code in the REF field (top left) and click the REF lookup button.   The screen should fill with data you recognise.  The Descript and Section fields will contain the selections you made above for building up the Product Short Description and the Section Structure (we use the “|” character to separate sections).  You can use the arrow keys to move around.

If this works OK then it’s time to try generating a web-site.

Press the Make File button and wait a minute or two as your data is processed.   There may be a few errors due to inconsistencies in the T2T database.   These will be written to C:\Norcat\Reports\Makeerrors.txt.   If you only get Warnings then that’s probably due to style cards getting created but no stock ever being allocated to them.  You can ignore this.   Other errors may need checking in T2T as products with errors won’t be passed to the web-site.    If you get thousands of errors then something major is wrong and you should check the Norcat configuration above.

If things appear to be OK then click the Make Sorted button and the final file that Actinic needs will quickly be created.   If this phase shows a tiny number of Sections created then something else is wrong so again check the Norcat configuration again.  Errors here usually need investigating and are written to file C:\Norcat\Reports\sorterrors.txt.  If you get a number of Sections that seems reasonably consistent with your shop then it’s time to move to Actinic and make a web-site.

First run of Actinic.

Run Actinic and do File / Import.   This starts the Import Wizard.   

The first screen is Import Type:   Choose Hierarchical Import) and click Next.   

You will move to the File to import screen.   Click the Browse button and navigate to C:\Norcat\\Output\Catalog.csv and click Open.   Now check the Replace,  Text – comma delimited, ANSI (Windows)  options and click Next.   

You will move to the Map Fields screen where all the entries on the left should have blue ticks against them.   If this isn’t so then perhaps you didn’t set the Version correctly in the Norcat Initial Configuration.   If all’s OK then click Next.  You will get a similar screen.  Keep clicking OK until you get to Error Reporting.  Note that one dialogue Map Fields for CustomProperty may show a single ? – this is OK.

 You will now move to the Error reporting form.   Tick Make a list of the lines that fail to import?  and enter C:\Norcat\Reports\importerrors.txt in the Save List in File box.   Click Finish and OK any warning about the importerrors.txt file already existing.

You will get a warning about Imported Prices not containing decimal points.   Click Yes.

You will now be asked Are you sure you wish to overwrite the contents of the existing Catalog?.   Click Yes and the import should now begin.   This may take several minutes.   

If there are no errors (or only a few) then choose Web / Offline Preview and the generated web-site will be loaded into your browser.   This Offline Preview lets you test out changes without spending a lot of time uploading to an ISP.
Fine tuning.

If all went well above then it will still probably be necessary to go into T2T / Parameters and edit the descriptions of the entries in the T2T categories that you’re using (e.g. some of Supplier, Dept, Type, User1 and User2) to re-arrange the site into more meaningful (to customers, that is) sections.    Note that giving several categories an identical description will cause those products to all be grouped together in the web-site. 

You can also use Norcat / Config / Params to change some T2T parameters (which are of limited length and upper case only) to more meaningful ones. 

The web site you’ve just generated has a Site Map page showing the entire site structure.

Major changes can be quickly made by using Norcat / Config and re-arranging the SectionList entries to try an alternative arrangement.

Site updates.

Subsequent re-builds of the entire web-site just involve pausing Top2Toe, running Norcat and clicking Get T2T data (you can continue using Top2Toe after this phase finishes), Make File, Make Sorted and Done.  Followed by running Actinic and going to File / Import  and answering Next, OK, Yes or Finish to everything then Web / Offline Preview and (if running a live web-site) Web / Update.

Long descriptions.  -  Adding descriptions to your products.

Long descriptions can be added to your products by editing the T2T style card’s Notes field.

Pictures.
Product Images.

Save all pictures (images) in the C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1\PreviewHTML folder.

Pictures are automatically added to the web-site if available.   Pictures may be in jpg, jpeg or gif format (jpg is better as file sizes are much smaller and they have more realistic colours).

Product Specific Images

Norcat can automatically add a main generic image and additional ones for each colour for items that sell in several colourways.

A main image should have a filename exactly the same as the first 6 digits of the T2T reference number and an extension of jpg, jpeg or gif (e.g.  0001234.jpg).  Just look on the barcode label and use the 1st 6 digits.  Make sure the extension (jpg, jpeg, gif) bit is in lower case.  Norcat places this image at the top of the product info, just below the Name and Price. Technically where the Actinic NETQUOTEVAR:PRODUCTIMAGE goes.

This image can fit across the full width of the product area so image widths of up to 550 to 600 pixels are possible (but remember that big images increase page load times and may frustrate customers).

If your products come in several colours and you want an image for each colourway then use  an image filename exactly the same as the first 9 digits of the T2T reference number and an extension of jpg, jpeg or gif (e.g.  000234017.jpg).  Just look on the barcode label and use the 1st 9 digits.  Make sure the extension (jpg, jpeg, gif) bit is in lower case.  These images are placed to the left of the colour / size Buy matrix so customers can see exactly what colourways are currently in stock.

Don’t make these colour specific images too wide, especially if it is of a product with many sizes.   These images are shown to the left of the size table and if too wide they will push that table off the screen.    A maximum width of 150 to 175 pixels is safe and won’t take too long to download.

You’ll get the most consistent look to the site if you use 9 digit images for all products, even those that only sell in one colourway.

Default Product Images

Norcat is also able to use a default product image for each product or use one related to the particular product page.  These are setup in Norcat / Config / ProductImage.

Default.   Here you can set a default image filename and this will be used for any products where there is no individual picture detected as above.  Use the full filename.  E.g. productimage.jpg.  Leave blank and no overall default product image will be used.

Prefix.  Norcat can automatically use a default product image for each section.   All products in a section will use this image if available and no individual images exist.  The format for these image filenames is the same as the full section name with any non alphanumeric characters replaced by the underscore “_” character and the Section separator “|” replaced with a minus “-“.  You can optionally set a set a prefix that will preface these names.  This may be useful for file management, as all images with the same prefix will be grouped together when you look in the PreviewHTML folder.

E.g.  You have a Section called GENTS|SPORT SHOES|ADIDAS and you want to show a default image for all products in that section.  Create an Adidas specific image called 

GENTS-SPORT_SHOES-ADIDAS.jpg (in PreviewHTML) and this will be used for any products on that page that don’t have their own image.  

To help you work out these rather unwieldy filenames, see Section Images below (the prefix may be different).

Popup Images.

If you have an image named <6 digit product reference>-p.jpg (or .jpeg or .gif) 
e.g. 123456-p.jpg then Norcat will automatically detect it for you and create a pop-up “Extended Info” page containing that image.  The default popup text or button will be used. 

Extra Images.

You can attach up to 5 additional images to a product via Actinic Custom Properties.  Norcat will populate Custom Properties EXTRAIMAGE1 through EXTRAIMAGE5 with the names of images that match <6 digit product reference>-1.jpg through <6 digit product reference>-5.jpg (or .jpeg or .gif).  These images will be automatically uploaded and may be manipulated by referring to CUSTOMVAR:EXTRAIMAGE1 through CUSTOMVAR:EXTRAIMAGE5 in your Product Template(s).

Thumbnail Images.

Actinic V7 allows an additional Thumbnail Image to defined per product.  This image can be displayed in the Search results or (with a bit of tweaking) in the shopping Cart.  Norcat can automate use of this image via some settings in Norcat / Config / Thumbnail.
Prefix  You can optionally set a set a prefix that will preface these file names.  Norcat will then look for files beginning with this prefix and matching the 6 digit T2T product reference.  This may be useful, as all images with the same prefix will be grouped together when you look in the PreviewHTML folder.  Default is “t_”.  Thus product 001234 will match thumbnail image t_001234.jpg.

Main  Check here to use the main product image if no specific one is detected.
Any  Check here to use the any other product image if no specific one is detected.
Default
 Here you can set a default thumbnail image for each Product in the catalogue.   Use the full filename.  E.g. thumbimage.jpg.  Leave empty unless you really want a default image for every product.

Section Images.

Save all pictures (images) in the C:\Program Files\Actinic v7\Sites\Site1\PreviewHTML folder.

Section are Actinic name for web site pages.  Sections can either contain a list of products or be a list of pages (each of which may be another section list or product pages).

For those pages that are a list of other pages, you can have an image that is related to the page it leads to.  These are known as SectionImages.

There are some settings in Norcat / Config / SectionImage that set this up.

Default
 Here you can set a default image for each Section in the catalogue.   Use the full filename.  E.g. sectionimage.jpg.

Prefix 
Norcat can automatically use a section image for each section link.   The format for these image filenames is the same as the full section name with any non alphanumeric characters replaced by the underscore “_” character and the Section separator “|” replaced with a minus “-“.  You can optionally set a set a prefix that will preface these names.  This may be useful, as all images with the same prefix will be grouped together when you look in the PreviewHTML folder.  To help you work out these filenames, Norcat writes a list of the image names that would match each section into C:\Norcat\Reports\SectionImages.txt.

E.g. You have a Section called GENTS|SPORT SHOES|ADIDAS and you want to show an image for this section.  Create an image called GENTS-SPORT_SHOES-ADIDAS.jpg (in PreviewHTML) and this will be used for this section.

Suffix  In order to help you create these rather unwieldy filenames to use for each section image, Norcat writes a report file (C:\Norcat\Reports\SectionImages.txt) listing the filenames that match each section.  You can set the extension (.jpg, .jpeg or .gif) for this list in Norcat / Config / SectionImage / Suffix.

Use Thumb If checked then the thumbnail image from the first product in the Section will be used.

Use Product If checked then the image from the first product in the Section will be used.

The priority for generating this image is Header, then Prefix,  then Use Thumb then Use Product then Default.
Options. -  Giving particular products special features.

These are per product entries made in the T2T Style Card OptionsField (usually Rem1).

The following is only as partial list.   See the separate document Norcat Options and Flags for detailed information.

S
Shown as in Stock for all colours and from Minsize to Maxsize.

X
Causes this product to be eXcluded from the catalog.

N
Causes this product to marked "Not for sale".

12.3
Any number in the Options field (with or without a decimal point) is also valid and will be passed to Actinic as "Shipping Data".  This is usually used for a weight and can be used to enable weight-based shipping.

Options can be combined where this makes sense.   For example  SN will show all of a 

sizerange and colourway but they'll be marked "Not for sale".   Some combinations will not 

make sense, like XS  which will try to exclude an item but show it as always in stock.

Advanced Operation (in Norcat / Config)

The following is only as partial list.   See the separate document Norcat Options and Flags for detailed information.
Params.
Change T2T Parameters to more friendly values.

Params have sub-headings for Department, Type, Supplier, Supplier Ref, User1, User2, Prod Ref., Name, Description, Colour.

Format:-   T2T Value ->  New Value

These will change the values in the T2T parameters to alternative ones.  You can use this to get longer names, lower case, characters that T2T won’t let you use, etc. 

Fix Sects .
Change Top 2 Toe sections to User Defined ones.
Format:-   Actual T2T Section ->  Change to This Section

E.g.   MENS|FOOTWEAR  ->  Gents|Boots and Shoes

Use the “|” character to separate Sections. 

Alt Sects.
Making products appear in more than one place on the web-site.
You may have products that you wish to appear in more than one place on the web-site.   The Alt Secs in Norcat / Configuration controls this.   Here you make entries describing the full Section Name of a product section.  These lines are followed by a list of space indented sections where the products should be copied to.   Thus:-

OUTDOOR ACCESSORIES|MULTI-TOOLS

 CLIMBING|ACCESSORIES

 CAMPING|ACCESSORIES

OUTDOOR CLOTHING|GLOVES

 CLIMBING|GLOVES

CLIMBING|GLOVES

 OUTDOOR CLOTHING|GLOVES

Will put all the Multi-Tools that are in Outdoor Accessories into both Climbing Accessories and Camping Accessories.   In the case of the gloves there were many already entered in Outdoors and lots in Climbing.   The entries above mean that each sections gloves are duplicated in the other relevant section.   Don’t overdo this duplication as you are actually creating lots of extra products (each one has a suffix A,B,C, etc added to it’s Reference Number) and you could make your site too big if you duplicate things too much.   

	Important!  You must use the full name of the section with exact spelling, the same case as your original section and the “|” character (broken vertical line) between sections.


If you have a single product that you want to appear elsewhere on the web site then this too is easy to do.   As it’s a per product setting this is done in T2T.   Edit the products Style Card and go to Notes.   Start the notes text with an opening square bracket followed by a comma separated list of alternative sections for this product followed by closing square bracket.  I.e something in CLIMBING|ACCESSORIES that might be useful for camping could have a Notes entry:-

[CAMPING|ACCESSORIES] A rugged waterproof torch with strobe light.

Will make an additional copy of this product in CAMPING|ACCESSORIES.

or alternatively

[CAMPING|ACCESSORIES,GIFTS] A rugged waterproof torch with strobe light.

Would put this tool into three places, two as above and also create a new Top Level Section called GIFTS (if it didn’t already exist) and put this product into it.

If you want to have a SPECIAL OFFERS section then for each such product, set the Alternative Price to your sale price and add to the Notes field:-

[SPECIAL OFFERS] A rugged waterproof torch with strobe light.

Finally to put a product onto the very top of the Catalog so it can’t be missed.

[]Today’s star buy - A rugged waterproof torch with strobe light.

Note that duplicating a product into a section that has a discount applied will not cause that product to be discounted.   It will retain its original price (unless it originated in a discounted section in which case that modified price will be used throughout).

Disc Sects.  -   Applying discounts to selected areas of the web-site.
You may wish to discount a certain areas of the web-site.   For example you may want to discount all Tents (except those intended for climbing) by 33%.   For these purposes lets assume that you have a Main Section TENTS and sub sections within TENTS called DOME and RIDGE and CLIMBING.    Norcat writes each product out with a Section Name showing where on the web-site it’s to go.   These lines begin e.g:

TENTS|CLIMBING     TENTS|DOME     TENTS|RIDGE

In Norcat / Config you add lines to the DiscountSections list that match as much of the Section Name as needed followed by a comma and the discount (or indeed surcharge) multiplier to apply.   Thus a single entry:-

TENTS,0.667  

Will cause anything whose Section Name begins with TENTS to have its price multiplied by 0.667 giving a 33% discount.   Note:  You must use the same case as your generated section and match spelling exactly.

These lines are processed from top to bottom in the list so adding one more line

TENTS,0.667

TENTS|CLIMBING,1

Will give all TENTS a 33% discount but this will be overwritten by the original price for onlyTENTS|CLIMBING.

Note that reversing the order of the above list would be wrong as items in TENTS|CLIMBING would be multiplied by 1 and later all TENTS would be multiplied by .667 negating the desired effect on TENTS|CLIMBING!

Disc Sects Prefix

If you activate this field then each products Section Name will be prefixed by that data before being matched in the list.  For example we have a User1 field re-named Season with entries like SUMMER-99, WINTER-99, SUMMER-00, WINTER-01, etc then we can use this to discount only a certain seasons stock.

Taking the same example of TENTS as above but with a DiscSects Prefix set to Season then if we only want to discount all 1999 TENTS stock (again except CLIMBING ones) then our DiscountSects list becomes:-

WINTER-99|TENTS,0.667

SUMMER-99|TENTS,0.667

WINTER-99|TENTS|CLIMBING,1

SUMMER-99|TENTS|CLIMBING,1

Now you may have one or two items in the discounted sections that you don’t want to discount.   In this case use the T2T Style Card to set an Alternative Price (usually Sell2 or Sell3 as defined by Norcat / Configuration / AltPriceField).  Any price in there will override all discount calculations.

The Alternative Price also overrides the normal Sell Price of any product.   This lets you have selected items on the web-site at different prices from normal.

Skip Sec1.  (also Skip Sec2)
Skip displaying certain sections.
This lets you omit selected sections from the generated website.   Set up is similar to DiscountSections above.  You add lines to the Skip Sects list that match as much of the Section Name as needed.   Thus a single entry:-

WORKSHOP MACHINERY

Would skip displaying any info from the WORKSHOP MACHINERY section (and any sub-sections of it).

Skip Sects Prefix
As in  DiscountSections above you can prefix this with another T2T section name.

Stock Sects. 
Displaying Stock on selected areas of the web-site.
You may wish to show stock for a few selected sections.   Set up is similar to DiscountSections above.  In Norcat / Config you add lines to the Stock Sects list that match as much of the Section Name as needed.   Thus a single entry:

SPECIAL OFFERS

Would cause stock levels to be displayed in the SPECIAL OFFERS section (and any sub-sections of it).

Stock Sects Prefix  - As in  DiscountSections above you can prefix this with another T2T section name.

Menu.


Displaying a dynamic drop-down menu.
This is an additional program that allows a dynamic drop-down menu to be displayed.   This uses third party freeware and is provided but is unsupported by Drillpine.  See www.drillpine.biz/norcat/ for info on this.

Headers – Adding pictures and descriptions to Sections.  Altering their order.
Norcat automatically builds all the Section Names that lead to your product, and adds an optional picture to each Section line’s entry.

Section Names are usually displayed in alphabetic order.   If you want to add descriptive text or a particular image to the section names then this is done in Norcat / Config / Headers.    Here you can make a list of Section Names, associated graphics and text descriptions.   

Thus if you have a range of top level sections that include BIKING, CLIMBING, OUTDOORS and WALKING but want to give OUTDOORS some introductory text then add a line with Section:- OUTDOORS and whatever description you want in Text.   If you wish a custom picture to go with this entry then save the picture in Actinic’s Site1 folder and enter it’s filename into Image.    
Themes – Changing the look and colouring of the web-site.
Actinic comes with many built-in design themes and colour sets.   These are selected in Actinic / Design / Themes & Colours.

Important! If you use change the Theme of the web-site then you’ll have to run Initial Installation – Norcat patch files again.   See the second page of this document for details.    Always do this after changing themes and before Previewing the web-site.  You don’t need to do this if you are only changing the colouring of a theme.

Note that the separator character “|” is the one shown on most keyboards as a broken vertical line.











